Perspectives of future feed information based on energy and nutrient availability.
The need for improvement of feed information in future is discussed from the perspective for implementation in practice. Weaknesses of the current feed evaluation systems, energy systems in particular, are described: prediction of voluntary feed intake, additivity of digestibilities of individual feedstuffs and dynamics of digestion, efficiency of utilization of energy and variation in maintenance requirements. A brief inventory of models to quantify energy and nutrient metabolism by farm animals is followed by an overview of aspects required to fulfill the demands for a nutrient-oriented feed evaluation. These include feed characteristics to determine and animal aspects, as well as involvement of environmental and management factors. The need for better harmonization of methods and quality of feed information and for international coordination in this matter is underlined.